The title molecule, C 14 H 12 N 2 O 2 , exhibits a V-shaped conformation with a dihedral angle of 59.69 (3) between the benzene and pyridine rings. In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the molecules into zigzag chains along [010] . 
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Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
There are many types of linking ligands containing various terminal groups, including pyridyl-pyridyl, pyridyl-amine, furan-furan, thiophene-thiophene, and pyridyl-carboxylate terminals. They are typically used to prepare coordination polymers (Hou et al., 2011; Jang & Lee, 2010; Lee & Lee, 2010; Kim & Lee, 2008; Jung & Lee, 2009 ). In particular, pyridyl-carboxylate type linking ligands are unique in that they contain both an oxygen donor and a nitrogen donor. On the basis of the hard and soft acid-base theory, the harder oxygen atom is expected to coordinate to f-block metals and the softer nitrogen atom to d-block metals in d-f coordination polymers. Consistent with this expectation, such coordination modes have been observed in many d-f coordination polymers (Bo et al., 2010; Tang, et al., 2011) . In our ongoing study of the preparation of coordination polymers, we obtained the title compound, which can be used as a linking ligand. Herewith we present its crystal structure.
The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom-labeling scheme is given in Figure 1 , which clearly demonstrates both a pyridyl terminal and a carboxylate terminal in the title compound. The overall shape of the title compound can be described as V-shaped, with the dihedral angle of 59.69 (3)° between the phenyl ring (C8-C13) and pyridyl ring (N1, C1-C5). The carboxylate group (C14, O1, O2) is slightly twisted by 1.9 (2)° from the phenyl ring to which it is attached.
As shown in Figure 2 , molecules are connected by the strong intermolecular hydrogen bonds of the O-H···N type (Table 1) .
The H-bonds result in the formation of a one-dimensional zigzag chain along b axis.
Experimental 4-(Aminomethyl)benzoic acid (0.38 g, 2.5 mmol) was added to 4-pyridinecarboxaldehyde (0.27 g, 2.5 mmol) in methanol (20 ml) at room temperature. The mixture was sealed in a 25 ml Teflon-lined vessel and heated at 73 °C for 18 h, and then slowly air-cooled. The resulting colorless crystals were filtered and then washed with methanol (10 ml × 3) to give the title compound (480 mg, 2.0 mmol, 80.0% yield). mp: 469-471 K. 191.8, 170.6, 162.6, 149.3, 129.0, 128.6, 123.7, 122.6, 69.6, 64.2 . IR (KBr, cm 
